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In 1854, the Smith family sold roughly 22 
acres of land to the Ivy Hill Cemetery 
Company for $2,000 “to be used for a public 
cemetery, and for no other use or purpose.” 
A year later provisions were made to that 
deed, including, “said land be suitably laid out 
in burial lots, roads & alleys, well & securely 
enclosed, and provided with a neat & 
commodious keeper’s house and chapel and 
a receiving vault.” 

Throughout the years, many references were 
made to the Cemetery’s lodge or keeper’s 
house in the Alexandria Gazette. In 1858, it 
was mentioned, “The Ivy Hill Cemetery 
Company have, at great expense, purchased 
and enclosed 23 acres of land, built a large 
vault, a neat keeper’s lodge, graveled and 
graded a large extent of road and walks, and 
otherwise improved and beautified, what is 
universally considered in natural beauty and 
variety, one of the loveliest situations in this 
neighborhood for so sacred a purpose. They 
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have an obliging keeper, at all times present, 
to afford every facility to visitors or owners of 
lot.”  

Another Gazette mention, in 1866, was from 
the keeper himself, introducing himself and  
his business to the city, “This is to notify the 
lot holders in this Cemetery that I am the 
Lodge Keeper, residing on the ground, and 
am prepared at all times to remove bodies, 
retie graves, grade and set lots, and attend 
generally, at reasonable charges. J.B. 
Cheshire..” 

As the keepers lived and resided at the lodge, 
life and death reached them, in business, and 
in their personal lives. According to the 1866 
Gazette, “At Ivy Hill Cemetery, Miss Margaret 
Cheshire, in the twentieth year of her age. 
Her friends and acquaintances are 
respectfully invited to attend the funeral from 
her father’s residence, at the Cemetery, on 
Thursday, the 27th instant, at 12 o’clock m.” 

Since lodge keepers and their families lived 
in the home, wear and tear was inevitable. 
Changes would need to be made as new 
keepers came into the home. “Mr. W.W. 
Head having given up the care of Ivy Hill 
cemetery, Mr. Taylor Arnold will assume 
charge at an early date, or as soon as the 
‘lodge: can be made ready for occupation.’ 
The keeper’s house is to be repainted and the 
grounds improved.” This was in the 
November 1895 Alexandria Gazette.  

Improvements would fall to the company, 
“The Ivy Hill Cemetery Company has  
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A Glimpse into the Future of Ivy Hill

Typically, this newsletter is full of fascinating tales 
from the past recounting Ivy Hill’s many stories and 
rich history. However, spring is the time for growth 
and looking forward. So, in this edition we will focus 
on our vision for the cemetery’s future. Everything we 
do here at Ivy Hill is with tomorrow’s success in mind. 

Unlike other business locations, Ivy Hill will be a 
cemetery forever.  We must plan for its longevity to en-
sure residents and families are cared for long after we 
have sold out of space.  As you can imagine, this is a 
multi-layered and complex business.  To help promote 
the success of Ivy Hill, we not only provide services for 
our families and “residents”, but also the surrounding 

community.  Our duty as caretakers is to ensure a solid future for this amazing treasure. So here is a peek at our plan: 
We are encouraging additional respectful uses of these hallowed grounds through-

• Promoting history- we are steadily researching our history and are applying for historic registry status.
• Environmental pursuits- We are trying to re-establish a native habitat for the wellbeing of our wildlife and inform 

the public on how you, too, can help promote a healthy environment. We are consulting with Naturalists on doing what 
is best for the land, brainstorming on alternatives in areas where grass won’t grow, reforesting trees, and allowing natural 
decomposition of fallen trees for wildlife biodiversity, from insects and fungi to woodland creature habitat.

• Providing a space for mental wellness- Ivy Hill is a place of tranquility and peace. It has been a refuge for many 
in our community during this past year in particular.

We are stepping up our site Inventory efforts by-
• mapping out our last open areas for the best use possible.
• allowing more cremations within existing family lots and sites.
• studying the older sections to discover unsold sites, and extra available areas.
• getting a grasp on a “sold out” timeline.

We have developed a solid financial plan to include-
• Adding regularly to our endowment.
• Saving funds for necessary capital improvements.
• Caring for our assets to assure longevity.
• Growing our donor base.
• Cutting un-necessary expenses.

Please feel free to call or come by to learn how you can help!



Ivy Hill has become quite the beehive with the renovation of the Caretaker’s Lodge. We began with removing 
siding in early January. Candace and I stayed in the office as long as we could, but the clouds of historic dust 
drove us out to the maintenance shed where the grounds crew kindly took us in. Old Dominion Renova-
tors has made amazing progress. As expected, they have come across a few surprises. We are thankful we 
were able to get to this project before it was too late!

 The foundation had crumbled A new foundation poured Crew removing rotted porch support

 Rotted porch supports rotted wall framing New concrete supports

 No ridge pole in roof, missing rafter supports  Chimney was ready to collapse

Phases in the renovation of the Caretaker’s Lodge

Continued..
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