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Re-capturing Our History

The cemetery now has pictures of all its
monuments, memorials and stones and is now
incorporating them into the data base. This has
been a very intense operation. While you can
now find everyone who is buried at lvy Hill on the
Society’s site, we are actively supporting the
cemetery’s work by adding these photos, along
with birth and death dates, to the search
information that the Society’'s web site will
display.

Ivy hill has taken seriously its role as a “keeper
of the community heritage”. The Society is going
to see that this work continues, as historical
preservation is part of our mission. We believe
that preserving things and not sharing them is
somewhat meaningless. Our intention is to help
to develop and deploy this information, this
heritage, using the internet. We, as well as our
children and our children’s children, will be able
to visit Ivy Hill no matter where we are located.
Friends and family will be able to share in the
heritage of the Ivy Hill community from this effort.
All of this activity has associated costs in both
dollars and manpower. We are asking for
support of this specific project with the hope that
those who visit vy Hill on line and use this
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service will recognize the cost associated with
creating and maintaining these sites and will
donate time or dollars accordingly.

Tree Preservation Initiative

Our beautiful old trees are now successfully
mapped and numbered, and will soon be on the
web site. You will be able to click on a tree, see
its picture, and read about the species and its
condition. Because this is such an innovative
idea, we are working closely with
Webcemeteries.com to develop a cutting edge
program for other cemeteries to follow.

We are currently working on a polished plan for
you to sponsor the tree of your choice in memory
of a loved one. As a part of your sponsorship,
people will be able to read on the tree’s web page
about the wonderful person who meant so much to
you. Stay tuned for more details by checking the
web site at www.ihchps.org.

Join Us for a Picnic- Beneath the Oaks!

A quote from “Beneath the Oaks of lvy Hill™

“As in most of the small towns in America, in the
early days of our country, cemeteries were a
favorite visiting place on Sunday aftermoons in the
spring and summer...the ladies would decorate the
graves with flowers...(and) the adulls would talk
and visit together while the children played among
the stones.

As we were reading the stones, we observed how
many visitors came and went. Children, young
adults, couples young and old, all ..strolled
through Ivy Hill and read the epitaphs. How akin



we are to those...who...visited here generations
agol...”

We at Ivy Hill value tradition and the importance
of family. As mentioned in the last newsletter we
would like to resurrect this tradition of families
and neighbors gathering for some old fashioned
visiting. Therefore, we would like to announce
our vy Hill picnic on Sunday, October 12, from
12:00 — 4:00. We will provide lemonade and
bottled water, as well as, tours of the cemetery
including trees, people of interest, important
sights, and local lore. So please RSVP to
picnic@ihchps.org, 636 Timber Branch Parkway,
Alexandria, Va. 22302 or 703-549-7413 and we'll
save you a delicious glass of lemonade. We
hope to see you there!

The picnic happens to be the same weekend as
the Annual Firefighters Memorial Service held at
Ivy Hill in honor of Alexandria’s finest firefighters
who have given their lives while keeping our city
safe. If you have never attended this moving
ceremony, please join us on Friday, October 10
at 11:00 am.

Notable person at lvy Hill

This quarter's notable person was researched
and written by our intern from Episcopal High
School, Cody Wisker of Round Hill, Va.

The Frobel Family

Certainly one of the most interesting families
buried at Ivy Hill Cemetery is the Frobel family.
Those buried (or | should say, thought io be
buried) at the cemetery are parents John Jacob
and Mary Marshall Frobel, and their three
daughters Elizabeth, Anne S., and Mary Frobel.
Anne S. Frobel was the most interesting of these
because she kept a diary during the Civil War
while she was living in the occupied city of
Alexandria with her sister Elizabeth, which is the
book | read for my senior seminar.

in this diary Anne repeatedly comments on the
fact that these terrible Yankee soldiers would
heckle and steal from two vulnerable women but
it is interesting to see exactly how “vulnerable”

the two sisters truly were. During the entire war
their house was never searched. This was quite
an achievement and was only accomplished
because of the sisters’ strong attitude. When three
soldiers entered the house for the first time Anne
was all alone and, although very frightened when
told that the soldiers were only searching for
firearms, she replied, “ladies have very little use
for fire-arms, and as my sister and myself are the
only white persons living in this house. You could

hardly expect to find any thing of the kind here.”"

Along with her firm attitude toward the Yankees, or
“them Yankee dogs” as she calls them, Anne has
a very evident sense of humor often carried out
through her sarcasm. Some examples are during
a party when a Yankee officer “got so boozy [she]
made him drink success to Gen. Beauregard”, or
when a Yankee soldier had asked her multiple
times to go on a ride with him she finally replied,
‘O yes, and | will take you to Fairfax Courthouse
and introduce you to Gen Beauregard” after which

he “never said another word.” 2 On another
occasion when a group of soldiers had entered her
house and stated that they were to search it, she
was bold enough to reply, “Well... you have come
to do what we do not intend to let you do, you
have no authority, it is against the law and we are

determined you shall do no such thing.” 3

Anne’s diary is filled with such examples of her
bravery and intelligence in tight situations that kept
her and her sister from experiencing a more
terrible fate. Although most of their livestock was
stolen, and their crops destroyed, they managed
to hang in there and find some very ingenious
ways to survive and always resist the federal
troops.

One account in Anne’s diary is of a visit to her
parents’ graves at Sharon Chapel which her father
had built on their land. This immediately sparked

1 “The Civil War Diary of Anne S. Frobel”, Compiled by Friends
of Fort Ward, 1992
2 “The Civil War Diary of Anne S. Frobel”, Compiled by Friends
of Fort Ward, 1992

3 “The Civil War Diary of Anne S. Frobel”, Compiled by Friends of
Fort Ward, 1992






